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U.S. FOREIG'! PCLICY IN AN ELECTION YEAR 

ANNCR: NEWS ANALYST FRED GALVAN EXAMINES THE STATE OF 
AMCRICAN FOREIGN POLICY IN THIS ELECTION YEAR. 
VOICE: IN MOST NATIONAL ELECTIONS IN THE UNITED STATES, FOREIGN 
POLICY HAS NOT BEEN AN OVERWHELHMINGLY DECIDING ISSUE, WITH CERTAIN 
EXCPETIONS SUCH AS THE KOREAN AND VIETNAM WARS, ANOTHER 
EXCEPTICN UAS WOODROW MILSON'S RE-ELECTION IN 1916 -- A VICTORY 
LARGELY CREDITED TO THE SLUSA’; "HE KEPT US OUT OF WAR." 
HE DIDN'T SUCCEED LATER, OR COURSE, BUT IT IS FAIR TO SAY THAT, 
SINCE THER -- EXCEPT DURING VARTINIE -- ECONOMIC ISSUES -- 
BREAD AND BUTTER PROGLENS OF THE ANERICAN PEOPLE--HAVE BEEN 
THE MAJOR FACTORS II! PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS. AND THAT, SO FAR, 
SEEMS TO GE TRUE OF THE CURRENT ELECTORAL CAMPAIGNS BY PRESIDENT 
FORD AND GOVERNOR CARTER, THIS, EVEN THOUGH FOREIGN POLICY AS 
IT HAS DEVELOPED SINCE WORLD VAR TWO, IN iiANY WAYS HAS BECOME 
A BREAD AND BUTTER ISSUE TO MILLIONS OF AMERICANS ENGAGED IN 
FOREIGN TRADE. 

PROBABLY ONE OF THE REASONS \!HY DIPLOMACY FIGURES I! SECOND 
PLACE IN THE VOTERS* I11IDS IS THE TENDENCY OF MOST AMERICANS 
TO SUPPORT THE INCUMBENT ADININISTRATION IN A BIPARTISAN MOOD 
WHEN IT COMES TO FOREIGN POLICY, ii0ST AMERICANS RECOGNIZE THAT 
IN A DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY, FOREIG! POLICY IS NOT THE INVENTION 
OF A PARTICULAR PRESIDENT OR SECRETARY OF STATE-- RATHER IT 
EVCLVES FROM THE PERCEPTION GY THE AMERICAN PEOPLE OF THE 
OBJECTIVE CIRCUMSTANCES SURROUNDING THEIR NATIONAL INTEREST. 

THUS IT IS THAT IN THEIR FOREIGN POLICY PRONOUNCEMENTS SO 
FAR IN THE CURRENT ELECTORAL CAMPAIGN, BOTH PRESIDENT FORD AND 


HTS DEMOCRATIC RIVAL JIMMY CARTER HAVE SHOWN THEMSELVES 
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RESPONSIVE TO THE AMERICAN PEOPLE'S PERCEPTION OF WHAT THEIR 
FOREIGN POLICY SHOULD BE--REGARDLESS OF WHO IS ELECTED, THE 
DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE TWO CANDIDATES ARE LARGELY DIFFERENCES OF 
STYLE OR EMPHASIS ON SUCH ISSUES AS RELAXATION OF TENSIONS WITH 
THE SOVIET UNION, WORLD DISARMAMENT, THE PANAMA CANAL, TO CITE 
JUST A FEW EXAMPLES, 

AND AS IN PAST ELECTORAL CAMPAIGNS, THE CONDUCT OF FOREIGN 
POLICY HAS NOT STALLED, EVIDENCE OF THIS IS THE INTENSE ACTIVITY 
BY SECRETARY OF STATE KISSINGER IN RECENT WEEKS IN DEALING WITH 
SUCH URGENT PROBLEMS AS THE CONFERENCE ON THE LAW OF THE SEA 
AND THE SITUATION IN SOUTHERN AFRICA, 

BUT AS SECRETARY KISSINGER RECENTLY NOTED THE 
ELECTORAL CAMPAIGN HAS CAUSED A CERTAIN SLOWDOWN ON SOME ISSUES, 
THESE INCLUDE LONGER-RANGE PROCLEIIS SUCH AS THE STRATEGIC ARHS 
LIMITATION TALKS WITH THE SOVIET UNION AND THE NEGOTIATIONS WITH 
PANAMA ON A NEW! CANAL TREATY. SO FAR, AT LEAST, BOTH CANDIDATES 
HAVE TACITLY RECOGNIZED THE SUBJECTS ARE DELICATE AND COMPLEX, 
AND THAT NEGOTIATIONS WILL CONTINUE FOR SOME TIHE REGARDLESS OF 
WHO WINS THE ELECTION. 

IT IS THESE CONSIDERATIONS PERHAPS THAT RECENTLY LED 
SECRETARY KISSINGER TO TELL A GROUP OF CONCERNED AMERICANS 
THAT "I MUST SAY THAT Of THE MAJOR ISSUES WITH WHICH I HAVE DEALT 
I HAVE NOT FOUND THAT THE ELECTION YEAR SIGNIFICANTLY AFFECTED 
OUR FOREIGN POLICY." AND HE UNDERLINED THE FOLLY OF ANY NATION 
PROVOKING A CRISIS WITH THE AI!i OF AFFECTING THE ELECTION HERE, 
FOR SUCH AN ACT WOULD ONLY SERVE TO UNITE THE AMERICAN PEOPLE, 
REGARDLESS OF PARTY. THE REACTION OF JIMMY CARTER TO PRESIDENT 
FORD'S ACTIONS IN THE JUST-ENLED KOREAN INCIDENT EXEMPLIFIED 
THAT UNITY WHEN THE DEMOCRATIC CANDIDATE SAID IN EFFECT THAT IF 
HE HAD BEEN PRESIDENT NOW HE WOULD HAVE ACTED MUCH AS PRESIDENT 
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